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Target Age: Middle School Families 

Families will:

•	Reflect on the online and offline communities in which they take part

•	Design a new website that fosters community among its users

Materials
•	Butcher paper

•	Add “Use the poster “Ideal Community” included in the “Family Workshops” folder to promote your workshop

Step 1: Introduce the Term “Community”
Place families in small groups. Discuss how everyone in the room is a member of many communities. Define 
community as a group of people who are together for a common purpose in a class, a school, or workplace, or a 
neighborhood. Ask everyone what kinds of communities they take part in offline and online. 

Sample responses:

•	 Offline	communities:	Sports	teams,	after-school	clubs,	workplaces,	volunteer	groups

•	 Online	communities:	Flickr,	school	email,	news	communities

Step 2: Rebuild Your Online Community
Explain to the groups that they are members of an online website that has suddenly disappeared. The website is 
finally up and running again, but it does not work anymore, and all of its design and data have been wiped out. 
Assign each group to create a charter or governing document for the website, which is meant to make people feel 
safe, protected, and like they are part of a good community. Elements of this charter should include:

•	 The website name and slogan

•	 Three guidelines for participation (example: anyone can be a member, no put downs)

•	 An example of something you do on the website to build community (example: launch a student  
video contest, start a letter-writing campaign about cyberbullying)

•	 A drawing of what the website homepage might look like

Step 3: Share and Compare 
Wrap up by pinning the charts to the wall and having families do a gallery walk to view other groups’ work.  
Ask about what similarities there are among the charters. Review that the most successful communities are those 
that emphasize responsibility to the community, promote respect for others, offer participants concrete 
protections from rudeness and cruelty, and are safe, fun places to join. Remind families that creating positive 
online communities is their responsibility. 
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